
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.usplO.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/824,495 



24203 



04/15/2004 



7590 



01/13/2005 

GRIFFIN & SZIPL, PC 
SUITE PH-1 

2300 NINTH STREET, SOUTH 
ARLINGTON, VA 22204 



Jocrg Hcnnig 



KRE1S0006 



6572 



EXAMINER 



HANSEN, JAMES ORVILLE 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3637 

DATE MAILED: 01/13/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/824,495 


Applicant(s) \ 

HENNIG, JOERG 


Examiner 

James 0. Hansen 


Art Unit 

3637 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 3-5 & 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. In Claim 3, the phrase "each receiving 
portion" does not have a proper antecedent basis. In Claim 8, the phrase "said first- 
aid compartment" does not have a proper antecedent basis. Consequently, the 
remaining claims are rejected because they are dependent upon an indefinite claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-7 & 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Swiss publication 151253. CIT253 (figures 1-2) teaches of a "medicine chest" [viewed 
as a chest able to house items] comprising: a chest body (1); a plurality of storage 
compartments (7, 8 for example); and a shutting means (11) for opening and closing 
the body, the shutting means being displaceable into a receiving portion (10 e.g.,) so 
that all the compartments are accessible at the same time, the portion being designed 
as a receiving compartment as readily apparent to the examiner and formed at the 
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rear of the body [note fig. 2], an inner surface of the receiving compartment (fig. 2) 
serves as a stop for storage compartments designed as draw-out compartments 
(smaller 9's e.g.,); wherein the shutting means is vertically displaceable for 
opening/ closing the chest, one storage compartment (8 e.g.,) has the width of the 
chest body and a size that is capable of receiving a first-aid pack, a plurality of storage 
compartments are capable of forming a self-medication portion as best understood by 
the examiner and in as much as the prior art teaches a similar structure as 
applicant's device, wherein the self-medication portion comprises a plurality of 
drawers (larger 9's e.g.,) capable of being provided with notes, at least one storage 
compartment (any of the drawers for example) is designed as an upright compartment 
with a flange (broadly viewed as a front wall of the drawer) capable of storing drugs in 
an upright position, and wherein any of the storage compartments may form a portion 
for individual medication as best understood by the examiner. 

5. Claims 1-3 & 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Brown [U.S. Patent No. 391,506]. Brown (figures 1-3) teaches of a "medicine chest* 
[viewed as a chest able to house items] comprising: a chest body (A); a plurality of 
storage compartments (B, C for example); and a shutting means (I) for opening and 
closing the body, the shutting means being displaceable into a receiving portion (see 
fig. 2 for example) so that all the compartments are accessible at the same time, the 
portion being designed as a receiving compartment as readily apparent to the 
examiner; wherein the shutting means is vertically displaceable for opening/ closing 
the chest, one storage compartment (B for example) has the width of the chest body 
and a size that is capable of receiving a first-aid pack, a hinged compartment (D) for 
first-aid as best understood by the examiner, a plurality of storage compartments are 
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capable of forming a self-medication portion as best understood by the examiner and 
in as much as the prior art teaches a similar structure as applicant's device, wherein 
the self-medication portion comprises a plurality of drawers (H) capable of being 
provided with notes, at least one storage compartment (G) is designed as an upright 
compartment with a flange (fig. 3) capable of storing drugs in an upright position, and 
wherein any of the storage compartments may form a portion for individual medication 
as best understood by the examiner. 

6. Claims 1, 7-9 & 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gehrs [U.S. Patent No. 3,008,785]. Gehrs (figures 1-8) teaches of a "medicine chest" 
[viewed as a chest able to house items] comprising: a chest body (10); a plurality of 
storage compartments (note compartments as viewed in fig. 1); and a shutting means 
(13) for opening and closing the body; wherein one storage compartment (all are) has 
the width of the chest body and a size that is capable of receiving a first-aid pack, a 
hinged compartment (21) for first-aid as best understood by the examiner, a plurality 
of storage compartments (any of them) are capable of forming a self-medication portion 
as best understood by the examiner and in as much as the prior art teaches a similar 
structure as applicant's device, and wherein any of the storage compartments may 
form a portion for individual medication as best understood by the examiner. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. British publication 446,984, Kim, Ryan et al., French 
publication 1434891, Article from "Popular Science" - Roll Front closes Cutlery 
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Cabinet, Australia publication 206592, Woodward, Theosabrata and Klaus describe 
cabinets for storing articles. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James 0. Hansen whose telephone number is 703- 
305-7414. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 703-308-2486. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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